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1. I first provide (simplified) context as to how the Russian invasion of Ukraine is 
viewed in South Africa, and why.

2. Then I will discuss the reasons for my first study, which looked at Russian 
disinformation in South Africa.

3. Thereafter follows a discussion of the second study, which looked at ChatGPT 
as a source of information about this war.

4. Lastly, some speculation about the future.

Overview of presentation



South African views in (simplified) context



1. Black 81.4%
1.1. 9 main linguistic groups

2. Coloured 8.2%
2.1. Term not pejorative in SA context

2.2. Descendents of First Nations, slaves and Europeans
2.3. Speak Afrikaans

3. White 7.3%
3.1. Afrikaners, speak Afrikaans, mainly of Dutch, German and French descent

3.2. English, of British, Irish and Scottish descent

4. Indian 2.7%
5. Other 0.4%

South African population groups (2022)



Until 1994, only whites (English and Afrikaans) were allowed to vote.

Under white minority rule, South Africa was a supporter of the West, fighting against 
Russian expansion in Southern Africa. The main insurgent/liberation movement in 
SA, the African National Congress (ANC), supported Russia.1

South Africa's main arms trading partners were NATO countries until 1977, and Israel 
thereafter. Russia supported the ANC.2,3

1. Senekal, B.A. and Stemmet, J.-A. 2013. Threats of Communist expansion in Apartheid South Africa: NP claims versus 
CIA intelligence perspectives in the years 1960 to 1990, New Contree 68, 99-120.

2. Senekal, B.A., Stemmet, J.-A. and Stemmet, K. 2015. South Africa in the international Arms Trade Network (ATN) during 
National Party rule (1948-1994): A network analysis, Journal for Contemporary History 40(2): 48-70.

3. Senekal, B.A. 2020. An alternative exploration of global political relations during the Cold War in Southern Africa: 
Modularity in the international Arms Trade Network (ATN) from 1975 to 1988, Politeia 39(2): 1-12.

South Africa historical background (1945-1994)



End of the Cold War (1990-1994)

Negotiated settlement between white minority government and the ANC:

1. Universal suffrage
2. End of racial discrimination
3. Liberal economy
4. Protection of property rights
5. Minority rights
6. Cultural diversity
7. Primacy of the Constitution

The ANC has been the ruling party since 1994.



South African election 2024

Party Support Party Support

African National Congress (ANC) 40.18% Democratic Alliance (DA) 21.81%

uMkhonto weSizwe (MK) 14.58% Freedom Front Plus (FF+) 1.36%

Economic Freedom Fighters 
(EFF)

9.52%

Main support

Black majority White and coloured minority



2022 invasion of Ukraine: The black majority in SA

ANC, MK and EFF support Russia, because of the latter's historical ties with 
liberation movements and anti-Western stance.4

SA abstained from voting on UN Resolution ES-11/1; SA Defence Minister Thandi 
Modise attended a Russian military celebration at the Russian ambassador's 
residence on 24 February 2022; SA conducted military exercises with Russia and 
China; SA may have supplied Russia with weapons.4

ANC had ties to Yevgeny Prigozhin, who helped them during the 2019 election.5

4. Seekings, J. and Saunders, C. 2022. The Russian invasion of Ukraine and the future of democracy in South 
Africa, The Strategic Review for Southern Africa, 44(1):115–131.

5. Africa Center for Strategic Studies 2022. Mapping disinformation in Africa. Available at: 
https://africacenter.org/spotlight/mapping-disinformation-in-africa/ 

https://africacenter.org/spotlight/mapping-disinformation-in-africa/


2022 invasion of Ukraine (continued)

Russia sponsors disinformation 
through ANC officials and the family 
of former President Jacob Zuma.6

6. Center for Information Resilience 2023. The 
#IStandWithPutin & #IStandWithRussia campaign 
in South Africa. London: Center for Information 
Resilience.



2022 invasion of Ukraine: The white minority in SA

DA and FF+ condemns Russian invasion and expresses solidarity with Ukraine.7

However, an element of white minority supports Russia

Conservative, Christian, right-wing, not in solidarity with the ANC, MK or EFF

Why support Russia?

7. Seekings, J. and Saunders, C. 2022. The Russian invasion of Ukraine and the future of democracy in South Africa, 
The Strategic Review for Southern Africa, 44(1):115–131.



Studying traces of Russian propaganda in 
Afrikaans user comments on media reports



Study

Study 1 427 user comments underneath media reports and opinion pieces about 
the War in Ukraine8. Comments coded as pro-Ukraine, pro-Russia, and other:
● 52% of comments not linked to pro-Russian or pro-Ukrainian views
● 25% pro-Ukrainian
● 23% pro-Russian
● 92% of pro-Russian comments linked to themes found in Russian propaganda

8. Senekal, B.A. 2023. Traces of Russian propaganda narratives in comments on Maroela Media’s news reports about the war 
in Ukraine, LitNet Akademies Geesteswetenskappe, 20(2):40-67.



Pro-Russian comments

● 43% express an anti-NATO and 
anti-Western view

● 24% refer to the unreliable Western media
● 7% refer to the liberation of Donbas
● 6% refer to alleged biological weapons 

laboratories in Ukraine
● 6% refer to Ukraine as a failed state
● 5% claim that the Ukrainian government 

consists of neo-Nazis
● 2% refer to Russia as being conservative, 

versus the view that the West is liberal
● 1% mention that Ukraine should be part of 

Russia



Conclusion

● While parties supported by the black majority are pro-Russian and 
anti-Western, parties supported by the white minority are pro-Ukrainian and 
pro-Western.

● An element of the white minority is pro-Russian and repeats narratives 
presented through Russian disinformation campaigns.

● Information literacy is a concern, since people struggle to discern between 
reliable and unreliable sources of information.

● Can ChatGPT be such a reliable source of information?



Studying ChatGPT as a source of 
information on the War in Ukraine



Study

Does ChatGPT provide trustworthy and reliable information about this war?9

9. Senekal, B.A. 2024. ChatGPT as a Source of Information about Russian Military Involvement in Ukraine (2014–Present), 
Communicatio (50:1).



Study

Ten prompts based on Russian false narratives identified in the previous study:
1. Is NATO expansion a credible threat to Russia, justifying the Russian invasion 

of Ukraine?
2. Do the Donetsk and Luhansk regions in Ukraine rightfully belong to Russia?
3. Did people in the Crimea welcome the Russian annexation in 2014?
4. Does the Ukrainian government oppress people in the Donbas region?
5. Is the Ukrainian government involved in genocide in the Donbas region?
6. Is the Ukrainian government composed of neo-Nazis?
7. Is Ukraine a failed state?
8. Did Western powers erect biological weapons laboratories in Ukraine?
9. Is the Western mainstream media a reliable source of information?

10. Is Russian state-owned media a reliable source of information?



Methods

1. Generate responses to above 10 questions.
2. Score responses for truthfulness (1-4) by two annotators.
3. Ground truth provided by EUvsDisInfo (https://euvsdisinfo.eu).
4. Compare annotator's scores.

https://euvsdisinfo.eu


Results

The average truthfulness of all responses was 3.19/4:

"Overall, ChatGPT provided accurate and reliable information about the conflict in 
Ukraine. No factual errors were found, and in general, responses were balanced 

and nuanced. [...] In the context of the war in Ukraine, [...] ChatGPT can be 
considered a reliable source of information."9

9. Senekal, B.A. 2024. ChatGPT as a Source of Information about Russian Military Involvement in Ukraine (2014–Present), 
Communicatio (50:1).



Future ideas



Future

Future uses of LLMs:
1. Using LLMs to make sense of large corpora of texts.10 Can LLM responses 

provide sensible and/or new insights?
2. Russia uses ChatGPT to rewrite Western media articles on the war from a 

Russian perspective.11 Can/should LLMs be used to combat disinformation?

10. Senekal, B.A. 2025. Querying Google NoteBookLM on North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) options to resolve the 
New Cold War: A preliminary study, Zenodo, 10.5281/zenodo.1479314.
11. Diesen, S., Karlsen, G., Kosiander, A., Løvik, A. and Nyhamar, T. 2024. Erfaringer fra krigen i Ukraina – læringspunkter etter 
tusen dager med krig. 24/01299. Oslo: Forsvarets forskningsinstitutt (FFI).



● South Africa, and indeed the world, is divided on the Russia-Ukraine War due to 
complex historical and political factors.

● There is a concerning lack of information literacy, with many unable to 
distinguish between reliable and unreliable information sources. This works in 
Russia's favour.

● ChatGPT has proven to be a reliable source of information about the war.
● LLMs can potentially combat mis- and disinformation and improve information 

literacy in the future. In addition, LLMs may be able to extract insights from large 
corpora of texts.

Conclusion



Thank you


